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Socialism and the American Spirit. By Nicholas Paine Oilman. 
Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, & Company, 1893. — pp.x,376. 

This work, which is appropriately dedicated to the author of The Amer- 
ican Commonwealth, is not a history or exposition of socialism, but simply 
an estimate of the standing and the probable future of that doctrine in the 
United States. The author's principal object is to show how, in relation 
to the opposing doctrines of socialism and individualism, the American 
Spirit has exhibited itself in our history, institutions, life, and literature. 
This limitation of the theme must be borne in mind, for it is the justifica- 
tion of what some readers might regard as unpardonable omissions and 
also of the introduction of subjects not ordinarily associated with the name 
of socialism. 

After a couple of chapters on "Individualism and Socialism" and "The 
Present Tendency to Socialism," the author analyzes, in three chapters, the 
American Spirit and its relations, on the one hand to individualism, and on 
the other to socialism. The notes of the American Spirit are found to be 
love of personal liberty, practical conservatism, enterprise, competition, 
public spirit, and optimism. This Spirit is animated by the conviction 
that in all economic activity the presumption is in favor of individual 
liberty and free competition. But the American practice has never been 
in accordance with the ultra-individualism of closet philosophers like Mr. 
Herbert Spencer, who lives in constant dread of a terrible enemy called 
'the State.' The patent system is selected (p. 91 ff) to show how Ameri- 
cans reconcile the interests of the individual and the interests of the com- 
munity by a method that is, theoretically, neither individualistic nor 
socialistic. No theory will deter the Americans from expanding the 
functions of government — local, state, and national — provided only expe- 
rience shows such expansion to be in the interest of the people. While no 
American legislature has shown a bias towards theoretical socialism, none 
has been trammeled by an ultra-individualistic theory of the functions of 
government. This is illustrated in our free public school system, and free 
public library. 

The sixth chapter disposes very effectively of Mr. Bellamy's " Nation- 
alism " ; and the seventh, after describing very briefly " Christian Social- 
ism " in England and in the United States, shows the moral relationship 
between Christianity and socialism. 

The rest of the volume (pp. 252-366) is taken up with more general 
considerations, and is indeed, as the author claims (Pref. vii), of a more 
'constructive' character. Chapter VIII, on "The Industrial Future," 
shows in a very impressive way how by the continuous application of 
remedies already in successful use, as, for example, state boards of arbitra- 
tion, shortening of hours without diminution of production, voluntary insur- 
ance, etc., the condition of the wage-earners may be gradually relieved and 
even elevated. But the most urgent need is that of closer union of 
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employer and employee. " Industrial Partnership," which the author 
believes to be the best means of accomplishing this end, is discussed and 
defended in Chapter IX with that fulness of knowledge and strength of 
reasoning which have made the author of " Profit Sharing in the United 
States " the recognized authority amongst us on this subject. 

The four remaining chapters deal with " The Functions of the State," 
" The Higher Individualism," " Social Spirit," and " The Way to Utopia.' 
They are characterized by great wisdom and sobriety of reflection and by 
a boldness in the assertion of old doctrines, which is all the more effective 
that it is not unreasonably conservative. There is a fine contrast between 
the lower individualism and the higher ; and in this connection it is justly 
observed that " the follies of socialism excuse no one for lack of the higher 
individualism " (p. 336). Attention may also be called to the criticism of 
socialism (Chap. XII) as unfavorable to the production of moral and 
intellectual leaders, as regardless of history and experience, and as tainted 
by the belief that the want of money is the root of all evil. 

The sound moral discernment of the author, coupled with the recognition 
that socialism is, at bottom, an ethical question, deserves the highest praise. 
But this alone, though indispensable, could not have enabled Mr. Gilman 
to write what I regard as one of the best books ever written on the subject 
of socialism. The author's philosophic breadth of view, scientific temper, 
and ample knowledge of the facts are attested by every chapter. And as 
the book is written in a clear and even fascinating style, it cannot fail of a 
large circulation, which it certainly deserves. J. G. S. 

A Manual of Ethics. Designed for the use of students. [University 
Correspondence College Tutorial Series.] By John S. Mackenzie, 
M.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge ; Assistant Lecturer on 
Logic and Philosophy, and Cobden Lecturer on Political Economy in 
the Owens College, Manchester. London : W. B. Clive & Co. — pp. 
xx vi, 339- 

This book " is intended primarily for the use of private students." Its 
standpoint is Kantio-Hegelian. Green's influence is marked ; yet the author 
takes account of many other writers — too many, indeed. Part I (pp. 
1-170) is devoted to the Theory of Morals ; Part II (pp. 173-339) to Moral 
Life. The first two chapters define the scope of Ethics, and show its 
relations to other sciences. Chapters III-V give an analysis of the Moral 
Judgment, Duty, Will, and Desire. It is shown that Moral Judgments 
are concerned with character and motives ; and motives are elaborately 
distinguished from intentions. The treatment of Will and Desire is along 
the lines of Green's. Chap. VI is devoted to Happiness, and in its 
divisions and treatment follows closely Sidgwick's Methods of Ethics, 
though Sidgwick's acceptance of pleasure as the only rational end is criti- 
cised. Chap. VII, on Perfection, presents Green's theory of the end and 



